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Honoured Brother, 


Have lately received yours, wherein you give me 
|| account of the Fall of your Rents, the Cheapneſs 

of your Wools, the decay of your MamifaQture in 
England ; and you aſcribe the caule of it principally 
ws, aw > which is a donbie Melancholly to me, that 
you, firſt, who are the Head of our Family, ſhould 
find your ſelf ſoſtraitned. -.uat you cannot ſupport its 
Dignity with the ſame cafe and plenty that you did for- 
merly : but that I, then, who have for you all the af 
fetion and tenderne(s of fo dear a Relation, ſhould be 
engaged in a Country and Intereſt oppoſite, as it 
ſeems to yours, and acceſſory to your ruine , there is 
nothing worſe could happen to me, then that it were 
real. And yet, did I find my ſelt herein a more happy 
condition, I could better reliſh your complaints, and 
my opportunity of ſerving you , would extinguiſh in 
me all other ſenſe of your misfortunes. I ſhould take 
an innocent pride out of a younger Brothers fortunes 
to ſupply the Elder. For as in Timber , the ſap de- 
ſcends in Winter, ſo it is but natural and reaſonable, 


- that in hard times the Branches ſhould pinch to 


ſuccour the Root of the Family. Burt alas, the caſe with 
us is far otherwife , ſo deſtitute of affording you help, 
that we canſcarce find our (elves a ſubſiſtance : but (6 
abſurd is our calamity, that we labour under abun+- 
dance of want in a moſt plentiful Country. And what 
aggravates it the more, is, that you 13 Fglavd concut 
to it 3 not by accident only, but upon- judgement 
and. deliberation: as.if :you had entertained a maxime 
of deſtroying us; for yaur.own . preleryation, and pub 
ling off that Twig which: at one-time'or (other might 
fave you from ſinking- -: Your Head -akes, your' Heart 
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trembles, your Liver ulcerates ; yet all your Diſcaſes 
and Diltempers muſt be attributed to Ireland , which 
lyes and (wells, you think, like the Spleen upon the 
fide of England. Whereas, if you could cut it off, you 
would fin,: your ſelves by the los of fuch a-Recepracle 
much impaired, but no advantage either in_ your 
Health or good Humour. It is you in England only, 
that have been the cauſe both of your own and our ſuf- 
ferings, and have a mind, I'doubt, tocontinue ſv, But, 
that I may not (fend your time in Recriminations 
(which is the ſolace of the Deſperate) I ſhall ſtrive to 
convince you of it by Realon (which is the Remedy of 
the Curable.) And therefore I ſhall diſcourſe it-with 
you with that freedom which the neceflity of the Cale 
requires, and which is moſt ſaitable to the intimacy of 
our Fraternal Relation ; the beſt Emblem of that Cor- 
reſpondence which were to be withed between the two 
Nations for their Mutual Happineſs. 

And becauſe what is freſheſt in memory, doth moſt 
affect the Underſtanding, I ſhall date this Argument no 
further back then the Kings bleſſed Reſtauration : that 
Caroline period, from which, as a ſecond Creation of 
our leſſer world, it were proper to reckon a New Stile ; 
and, were it of the ſame labour, to have reformed both 
the Times and the Calendar. That (caſonable return 
had filled all minds with ſo general.a ſatisfaction, that 
it ſeemed no man had cauſe, or Jeiſure, or inclinatioft- 
to wiſh worſe to.others, or themſelves better. And as 
the reſt, ſo we in Ireland ( happy becauſe contented ) 
lived in a condition tolerable to our ſelves, and fer- 
viceable ro. Ezngland.. For. without buſie proſpetts of 
greater advantage, we gave our ſelves in a manner 
wholly to that harmleſs and primitive cowſe of breed- 
ing Cattel z which we tranſported to you, and ſold 4 
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eaſie rates in your Markets : wherein we had but that 
ſingle, you a manifold profit z both in the Groſs, by 
ſtocking your Grounds therewith to feed them 3 and in 
the Retail, by thoſe ſeveral Commodities that ariſe in 
the Slaughter ; the Tallow, the Victual, the Hides, 'and 
the Fleeces, all which turned to account of the re- 
ſpe&ive Trades therein concerned. And, which is yet 
more weighty to conlider, we did not hereby drain 
away your Money to hoard it up, oi brood upon it in 
Jreland : but very (imply and honeſtly, 2s ſoon as we 
had received it with one hand, we laid it out- again 
with the other, with you tor your Manufactures, or for 
the Foreign Commociities of which you were our Mer- 
chants; or elſe it went to furniſh ſuch of our Nobility 
as reſided in your Count for their Expences. And it re- 
quires much: (ubtilty to invent what more you could 


have deſired of us, and how either in Commerce we 


could be more (ublervient, or in Policy we could be 
more dependent upon you, then by this means we were 
rendred, without attempting. or dreaming on our ſide 
of any further intercourſe: all the benefit of Jrelawd 
redounding to you, while to us. there. remained no 
more bur a, bare livelihood. And yet after ſome years 
that things had continued on in this tenour, all on a 
ſadden, and, if we were rightly informed, not without 
(ome repugnance at firſt in His Maje(ty, the Importatioa 
of our Triſh Cattel is by Act of Parliament prohibited. 
And (to clench it the faſter, and to fer (1t1 may fo 
ſay ) a Spell upon His Majeſties Power and Prudence, 
leſt he might upon occaſion redreſs it for the future ) 
itis ina Magical and ſevere;term of Law. declared to 
be a publick Nuſance. What conld-be the reaſon, it is 
not for me to conjecture, - much lels to determine, > 

what 
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whatſvever leſs and inviſible Spring might, as is uſual 11 
other great affairs, animate this'motion, it cannot be 
_—_— in ſo numerous and prudent an Aſſembly, (o 
involved in the Intereſt of their Country, and ſenlible 
of their own, but it muſt have been repreſented under 
the moſt ſpec. ous, colourable, and neceſlary Arguments; 
That by this Importation, your own breed of Cattel 
decayed, your Markets were glatted, and your Rents 
ſtarved. Wherein give me leave to (ay, that it hap- 
pened to you as with men who having run themſelves 
out, do ſet up late for Frugality ; they entertain them- 
ſelves with every Project that firſt preſents it (elf, and 
what is next, does always {ecem moſt reaſonable. For 
admitting that ſvme of your Counties might 'be preju- 
diced by the Importation of our Cattel, yet whatſo- 
ever-profit- accrued to others by it, did, upon: the mu- 
tual neceſlitics of all, circle into the common Stock of 
your Nation. And it ſeems to me, that whatfoever 
private Obligation a Pariiament-man hath to the place 
where he 1s elected ; yet, when -once he comes to lit, 
his Truſt and his Mind is inlarged, and he does no more 
conſider himſelf as the Polititian of a Shire , or the Pa- 
triot of a Borough, but as a Reprelenter of the Univer- 
fality, Whereas otherwiſe, if any County, one or more, 
chance to be more fertile then other in Members of Par- 
liament, and they A& by ſuch'narrow Meaſures ; the 
Decifion would-be by Multitude,not by Reafon; Arith- 
metick would be Logick, and the greater Herd, as 
Among Cattel, would carry it. You beſt know how that 
matter went who are one of them ; and however your 
Opinion ſtand in other things as to us in Trelerd ; 'yetl 
need not Divine yeur thoughts on-this Queſtion, ſerving 
as you do for —— , and ſo the Bias of your Intereſt 
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there corroborating the general] re&itude of your Judg- 
ment. . And if the buline(s were now to tell Counties, 
I have been lately aſſured by ſome from Ereland , that 
thoſe Counties that find thzmſelvesnot benefited , and” 
thoſe that are really aggrieved by this AR, do by' this. 
time upon Experiment and ſecond thoughts , make up 
the greatelt party, For, if we account like Merchants 


| by Profit and Loſs, all the Profit that can'be made by. 


this Act,returns only to ſuch Counties which are proper 
for Breeding, or the deeper Feeding of Cattel of your 
own growth 5 whereby they do bur raiſe the price upon 
their Neighbours, and Monopolize the reſt of your 
Nation. Theſe other in the mean - time have their 
Grounds thrown up into their own hands, which uſed to 
be ſtock'd with our lefler Cattel,that ſeryed them,as ſmall 


. Money does poor People, for Change at the Market. 


And your whole Nation hath hereby loft in great 
meaſure the Vent of their Home and Foreign Commo- 
dities to Treland, and wholly the increaſing Produt to 
you of our Cattel zz ſpecie. But as to the Political point, 
you did herein, as much as in you then was, cut off all 
that ſtronger,as more Natural dependance of that King- 
dom upon-yours, and neceſlitate your ſelves to govern 
it rather by the force of Authority , then by the influ». 
eatial bznignity of [ntereſt, It were too tragical to de- . 
{cribe to you the ſurprize and aſtoniſhment with which 
the firſt News of that Act ſeized and affefted us. Our 
condition did contrarily reſemble his in the Fable, who 
ſaw every thing carn'd into Gold that he ſhould have 
fed upon, but we could only feed upon-that, which be- 
fore we converted into/Money. It' may beſt be com-: 
pared and conceived by-the decrying of Coin, where- 
by he that was one day Maſter, as he in»zined,, of. 
great 


(8) 

great Wealth, finds the next morning” nothing” but an 
unvaluable Jump, wherein to contemplate this Poverty. 
What was to be done in this exigent? 'when we were 
reduced to the perfect ſtate of Boccaneers, to kill Cows 
and ſurfeit our ſelves on the Carkaſles, that we might 
{ll the Hides to the next charitable Foreigner that 
chanced to vilit us. 

Being thus to begin the world _ , and conſtrain- 
ed to look out for anew way to ſuſtain Nature, we took 
councel of neceſſity. Our Commodities out of which 
we could ſubfiſt , were either our Corn , our greater 
Cartel, or our Sheep, For the Jriſþh Corn, it could 
{erve us-only to Market with among our ſelves; being 
by reaſon of the: Climate, not ſo large, 'firm and dry a 
Grain, that it ſhould be proper for Tranſportation; 
And conſequently we Plowed no more then might 
ſerve us yearly from hand to mouth for our own ſpend- 
ing. For our Cattel], we continued the' breeding of 
them, and imployed part of our grounds to feed them: 
Finding, for the proportion, more Advantage by Victu- 
alling it out to Forcigners, then what we had former- 
ly by their Whole-ſale in Ezglavud. But that Vent 
was nothing equal to what thoſe Tratts of Land, that 
lay idle betore us would have furniſhed : And there- 
fore we betook our ſelves more generally to the Gra- 
zing of Sheep, in which you know, how numerous 
Flocks, and 'wide Paftures are manageg by one Shep- 
herd. So that this courſe did beſt fant with our Purſe, 
that could not anfiver any r..Mre expenſive profit; and 
with our Diſpoſitions, that ar.:not made for Laborious 
improvements, and with your Jealoufie, who interpret 
our induſtry as Theft, and that we defraud you as oft 
as we make the leaſt attempt to work out an honeſt 

living, 
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Living. So'that the Wool now was the anely thing. 
tnat 'we had to reft upon : And -you were. provided 
with ſufficient Act of Parliament to 'be the 'onely 
Mart for'it : It being made Felony to Tranſport it .in- 
t--foraih parts 3 and Confiſcation to Import it to you, 
otherwiſe than crude and unmanufatturd. And yet, 
having thus again patched up a {lender Subſiſtence and 
method of being, we had re-compoſed our ſelves, en- 
joying Poverty and Eaſe, and leading an Arcadian-life, 
ſolaced among the Sheep with our Paſtorals, We had 
left muttering any more at your 'Act ayainlt 7riſh-Cat- 
tle.and onely ſmiled;as in a Triumph,not ot Malice,but 
of Reaſon,to ſee that you were now the perſons agrie- 
ved; and if not yet convinced of the caule, yet labov- 
ring under the effects of it. For, whereas ſome Co 

ties onely could complain of our Cattle, the cheapau- 5 
of Wools was become a general incommodity to your 
whole Nation. For, I believe, 'as you were ready - e- 
nough to imagine, that by importing upon you a!l the 
Wools of this Kingdom;yours were partly choak<d ; ha« 
ving more of your own npon your hands already.t!'::,in 
the preſent ſtate of Trade thorough t!- Vorld, .your 
own Manufac&ors could work, or your ', ants vend 
beyond Sea. Although , we paying tic king's and 
Lieutenant's Duty, which 1s at leaſt Two ikillings for 
every Stone, 'belide the fraught of: the Ships that bring 
It over, and the other charges of 7a@ouragcand Market, 
are competently guarded- from the - danger of under- 
felling you. For, by this racans it is eaſte-to compute, 
that in reſpe&to your Wools,ours are fold at that which 
Merchants call Fifty per Cert. diſadvantage, Yet, as the 
Trade :of our” Cattle injured you before, ſo now our 
Wools grow toward a Nuiſance ; what was :Jawtul for 
| B us 
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ts and profitable to you, you prohibited 53 what you 
conſtrain” us to, you accuſe : you are neither well full 
nor per þ I know not what you would have, unleſs 
you could furniſh us with a breed of Sheep that bore 
no fleeces. Is it not the ſame, that thoſe fleeces bear no 
price? But though thoſe Gentlemen among you whoſe 
Rents depend much upon that product, do doubtleſs 
finde their Eſtates by the late cheapneſs of Wool much 
reduced ; yet [ ſhall, ere I cloſe this Letter, ſhew you 
that our 1riſþ-wool is the leaſt acceſlory to it. And 
however, your Kingdom doth ſo abound with native 
Commodities (which, were you not ſo in love with the 
forain, would multiply to you in Treafure and Bullion 
that you might well, or much better than we, diſpence 
wh the common calamity upon that Trade, who have 
Fhany more to truſt to: Whereas this 1s 1n a manner 
the onely one that is left ns, and that too fails us, For 
it is not to be prefum'd that, while your own Wool ſells 
not, you will out of good nature prefer ours at a Mar- 
ket: Nor that you afe {0 new-fangled, as much tran - 
$as you make us, that you will om: out for 1a 
Lained' Irlayde,and make it your mode to wear it. But 
it remains aZeer Drug, although you are thoſe that 
wiil be the Ingroflers. In this condition, miſerable to 
our ſelves, and yet ſubje& to your envy, what can be 
propounded for our rehef, or toward your fatisfattion ? 
Shall we ſteal our Wool beyond Sea ? which yet were 
but to ſteal our own goods ; that you will ſay would 
be a greater prejudice to you. Shall we manufaQure it 
at home? That, although a double benefit to us, would 
feem to you a double inconvenience. And yet there is 
no third way left, unleſs, like your Spiders,to weave out 

our own Bowels. 
And 
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And here it may not be amiſs to inform you, ſomething 
better than I perceive 04 are at preſent, concerning 
the ſtate of oar Manut:.. ire in Trelard + notfo much 
becauſe it is in it ſelf growa fo conſiderable that it de- 
ſerves mention, ( ©+. of all Virtues, Induſtry is the laft 
of which you will have cauſe to accuſe us) as by rea- 
ſon it hath of latc made a great noiſe with you, as things 
uſually do that are moſt empty. About tea or twelve 
years ago (before your At agaialt the Iriſh Cattle ) 
fume Weltern Cloathiers finding, ſo early, and upon o- 
ther reaſons than are now ſuborned, that Trade decay- 
Ing, and many of them reduced to extream Poverty, re- 
moved themſelves aad their Families over into Ireland ; 
Invited by the cheapneſs there of Wool and of Liveli- 
hood. Theſe cre&ed then a Manutactory ( great in 
reſpect to Ireland) at Dublin, which hath been carried 
on ever lince, and increaſes dayly. There came allo 
over, much about the ſame time, Sixty Families from 
Holland, (ctting up another at Lymerick ; which by oc 
calton of the ſucceeding Wars decayed. Burt atter 
theſe, more of the Engliſh Cloathier: came and fixed a- 
bout Corke and Kinſale, where they continue, and are 
grown not inconfiderable. Some French have lince re- 
ſorted to Waterford, to make Druggets there,and other 
Commodities of their faſhion. Ard abour a year or 
two ago, ſume Merchants of London raited another Ma- 
nutacture at Clowmel, managing it by their Agents. 
Some ſmall Attempts of the like 1ature may be met wit 
here ani there in the Countries, but not worth ſp 
king of, Theſe are the Crim.cs of which we are gu//.) 
before any Law to prohibit us: it were more allowabie 


to plaat Poyſon than Manufafture with © and we lie 
it ſcems under ſuch an Obloquy and C14.1:: * which 
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as far as I can judge by your Letter, you alſo liſten a 
that, as to import our Cattle to you is a. Nuiſance, an 
to: export-our.Wools. is Felonys.; fo, by gradation, to e- 
re& here a Manufacture ought to bs no leſs than Trea- 
ſon. And yet there is more Cry than Wool in all this 
matter : For I dare, and. do aſſure you, that, modeſtly 
ſpeaking, the whole quantity of what we work up in 
treland, amounts not to the half of what any one Cloa- 
Coy in Ergland. Of what Importance Ma- 
_ nufacture isfv us, appears more than ſufficiently by this 

jealouſie of it that you have concerived,an by that Life 
which ſo ſmall but active a Particle inſlinuates into this 
poor and idle Body of a Nation. If it were Promoted 
as carefully as it is Diſcouraged, it would make his Ma- 
jelty's Revenue here riſe with more Eaſe to the Subje&, 
and proportionably 1acreaſle it for the future. It would 
repleniſh the Country with People, raiſe the price cf 
our Lands, and wear off the Barbarity of the common 
Iriſh, when once they were 1nured to Labour: For In» 
duſtry is the firſt ſtep to Civility, and the fecureſt pledge 
to Government z thoſe that will take pains for their 
own living, being the leaſt inclined to invade anothers 
Propriety. If thoſe that are the Heads of ſuch Under- 
takings reſide with you in England, all the Product they 
ſhould make here , would return over to-you into the 
common: Stock of your Nation: If! they do not, but 
refide with us, we indeed receive the Advantages above. 
mentzoned ; but to youthere 1s no other difference, than 
that you are Rich on this {ide of the water.. 

All that can be objected reaſonably ( for none, I hope 
do officiouily maligne us ) is, that you are however the 
neareſt Neighbours to your ſelves, and whatever be- 
comes of vs, fink or ſwim, you mult. provide ot NOV 
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ſuffer not by us, either in exhauſting your People, 
whereof you are already not too numerous z or by di- 
miniſhing your Trade , which is already much decayed. 
As to the danger of depopulating you, which is the 
firſt, it isa thing you can onely preſuppoſe and imagine, 
but which-we, were it a thing to be wiſhed, could ne- 
ver hope for. God forbid ( 1f it be lawful to make fo 
unneceſlary and vain a requeſt) that any accident or 
extremity ſhou!d cauſe you to exchange Middleſex for 
Lemter, and prefer Dublin betore London, to be the 
Imperial Scat and Chamberof the Monarchy, It is in- 
deed, as the profit of an Huſbandman, to have his Land 
full ſtock'd with Cattle; lo of a Prince, to have his 
Dominions mann with 4 proportionable complement 
of People. And one of our Country-men intcrefled in 
both Nations, hath therefore well calculated huw mnch 
the Publick miles or gains in the perſon of every In- 
dividual, The Bodies of Men are not onely eſtimable 
whiz living, but when dead : And, were it not to play 
the Coqueten in Trade, I could demonſtrate what 
prezudice the Nation receives by the burying of every 
Engliſh-man beyond Sca ; and how far the Smith, the 
Iron-monger, the Joyner, and the Curate, with ſeveral 
other Trades, are thereby damnified, and our Neigh- 
bours advantaged. And I could then diſpute, that an 
A againſt Oaken Coffins were no lets neceſſary at 
home for preſerving your Timber, than that far Flan-- 
nel-(hrowds was for the incouragemeat of your Woollen 
Manufacture, But if this of the Dead feems riaicu- 
lous to you, pardon me if I ſay, that were we not of 
the twe the more melancholy Nation, neither could 
we rcfrain from ſmiling at this your frugality of the 
Living, For, how can we think you ſerious 1n fo ſpe» 

culative 
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culative and remote a Confideration, that, as to us, it is 
rather a Caſe put, than what can ever be preſumed to 
fall out in practice, For, while herein you repreſent 
the Weaver, who overſhooting his Shuttle into the 
«Wall, although a Batchelor, wet his cheeks and his Ma- 
nufacture to thiak, how it his onely ſon had received 
chat blow, his Majeſty had loſt a Subje&, and himſ(clf 
the ſtay of his Family ; you nevertheleſs at. the fame 
time, and while at Peace, tranſport yearly many thou- 
ſands of Ergliſh to be kill'd in the Wars,and arc become 
the Magazine of men to vour Neighovours. You do not 
onely ſend out yearly ſwarms »t men to your old Colo- 
nies, but, wanting, it ſeems, Hives for your multitude, 
you doevery day increaſe your new Buildings at home, 
and abroad defign new Plantations. And even your 
Merchants, incorporated with others, whoſe greater 
quality may ſuppoſe them to be States-men 1a that 
particular; yet, inſtead of bringing over more Gold 
from Gziny,do,as I am told,ſo inhanſe their ſole Trade of 
Negroes, that your Planters, not able to go to the price, 
are forced to load their Ships contianally with Fxglifh 
Servants. And, if there were this penury of people 
with you, it is probable that you would hnde out 
Employment for ſo many idle perſons that, as ] 9bſer- 
ved when | came laſt over, notwithl{tanding thoſe con- 
ſtant draunghts beyond Sca, do both Natives and For- 
rainers pelter yeu ſtil] at home, and fo 1incumber your 
Strgets and your High-ways, that a man of bulineſs 
cai ſcarce paſs without juitling. Thercfore it is time 
for you to quir this. Notion, which you ſo many ways 
flight in cfict, aad contradict in yractile, and in our caſe 
is ſo {ingular : uvleſs you wil: affix your inhabitants 
like Trecs to the- Soil , and Jay as fevere an }njunction 
againſt 
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againſt your Erg/;fh mens going abroa1, as that where- 
in you have impounded our Cattle at home in Ire- 
land. 

That which may afford moro-ppearance of reality is, 
that our Woollen Manutactures interruyt the Vent of 
yours. But I have already ſhewa you how tlender a 
quantity is wrought up with us; fo ſmall a pittance,that 
it cannot affect even your Norwich, much leſs your whole 
kingdom : nor is there yet any Law ( I hope will not) 
to interdj& us what, 1f real, were ſo neceſſary, The 
Dutch,the French,any Forrainer have Liberty, and make 
uſe of it, to work with us; and ſhall either the 7riſo or 
Engliſh of both Countries be rather debarr'd, whether 
Rich from vlanting Manufacture, or whether Poor from 
labouring it in Ireland 2 IT know not that ever it en- 
tre] into your minds to forbid your Ergliſþ the pur- 
chaſing of Land among us : and what reaſon is there 
greater to hinder them from imploying their Money with 
us upon any other occalton to private and publick advan- 
tage 2 But what doT inſtance in Land, a thing the moſt 
improbable; and to which, as it ſtands with us, the E- 
gliſh can at preſent have no temptation ? when, beſide 
the novelty, weakneſs, and mutability of Titles, ever 
thing from which tae profit might reſult , is rendred ſo 
iacommodious to us , and unpracticable , that as the 
Tenant hath onely his Labour for his Pains, ſo the i'ur- 
chaſer, inſtead ot Rent, can only have his Land for his 
Money. Taerefore I ſubmit it to you to chuſe any more 
particular aad proper inſtance (if ſuch there be) where 
Ergliſh mens Eſtates lie under ſuch a perpetual Tuition, 
and others may adminiſter to him that 1s yet living, But 
this Clamour hath ſo tle of a publick ſpirit in it, that 


it ſayours rather of, that envy. which is among little Ar- 
tificers 
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tificers, or meaner\icrchants that, trade or fafor in the 
ſame Commodity : For there is indeed no man but doth 
i2 ſome ſort prejudice another ; no Trade but 1s to the 
detriment of another Trade-in ſome meaſure : yet theſe 
are all reconciled in the publick Convenience or Necel- 
ſity z otherwiſe every County, every Company, every 
Member would ſtand in anothers way, and thc: © ſhould 
be no end of Diviſibility, But, if you were in earnclt, |! 
methinks it would better require your good Huſbaadry } 
and Inſpection to reCtifie thoſe, whether Trades or 7Per- 

S ſons, that ſuck out your very blood , tranſvaſating for- 
rain Juyces into your Veins; and that, while they ex- 
port your Treaſure and Bullion, prey upon your Vitals. 
And to diſcover ſuch others, who, under the quality of 
Engliſh Merchants, are, as is ſaid, but FaGtors for Altens, 
wl dayly ſpirit away the Wealth and Streagth of your 
Nation beyond Sea. But however you judge and dif- 
poſe of your Domeſtick Afﬀairs, ſuffer not your ſelves, in 
regard of us, to be impoſed on by falſe ſuggeſtions a- 

ataſt your own and our [ntereſt, 

For the deadneſs of your Manufaftures, as well as 
outs, proceeds not from their interfering with one ano- 
ther, but from much differing cauſes, wherein it may 
befit you, firſt to conſider (for I will not, to the diſcre- 
putation of ſo'many worthy Merchants,afficm what is re- 

Dorted at this diſtance) whether ſeveral of thoſe Com- 
panies that are intruſted and impower'd with the ſole 
Trade of your home-bred Commodities in remote Re- 
gions, do not for their more excaſive advantage, for- 

zar to buy, up that quantity which {ſo great a part of 
eworld as lies ſtretch'd out ingheir Patents, but un- 
vilited 1n their Traffick,, woyld take off, at a more mo- 

derate; profit. And whether they do not , for what # 
quantity 


— 
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Quantity they do utter, methodize their buying ſo 
artificially, to ſuch times , conditions, and reſtriftive 
regulations , provitiograpon the Wanufators necefſi- 
ty , that the poor | men lie: at 'the'Merchants 'mercy, 
and their goods. lie ſo long upon 'thelr hands, till 
they are forced to receive any rate from the ſingle Chap- 
man's diſcretion. For, whether it be fo or no in this 
particular, there 15 that general walignity' in Commerce, 
that the rich Buyer docs fer the Dice always npon the 
neceſiitous Seller : as in the moſt plentiful years of Corn, 
the Ingroſler never thinks the Market low enough. 
But a more evident and certain reaſon of yours and 
our conſuming for want of Conſumption, is the Wars, 
with which formerly and of later years, Farope has ge- 
nerally been infeſted. © So that in moſt parts thereof, 
which were uſually ſupplied from you, the people have 
been much impoveriſhed, and thereby neceſſitated to be 
their own Cl thiers firſt, and from thence enabled, In- 
duſtry increaſing, ſome of them to ftrnifh their Neigh- 
bours. And to this ſeveral of your own Subjects have 
concurred, who either not finding themſelves well and 
eaſie at home, or inticed over by greater profit, have in- 
ſtruted Forainers in the whole myſtery ' of Cloathing, 
till they now have made * -. Staptt Commodity, and 
out-do yours for perfe&tior, 4, "what ' between their 
finer and courſer  ManufaQtures, can both over and'un- 
der-ſell you at any Market ; where yon too; that were 
the ſole raps do; often. condeſcend. to be their 
Chipmen. © Thus by the*reciprocation of Hamaric' af- 
fairs, that Trade whick'the'Watrs, uport the Foraintrs 
| Avhria you, firſt introduced,” is upon occafisn'of 
arsrevolved back again,'and the Drapery reſtored 
jn;ore meyJur , Eyen by 'means of your own 
#7001: WJ Jug Cw iT 1:Omi_e 
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But the grand ſpring of this whole matter lies in 
France. That K GY walk yigilant and potent Prince, 
ſtrong in Ar mC ouncel,in Treaſure, and in People, 

and who meaſures Juſtice by his Intereſt. ' Arid accor- 
dingy, ever (ince he manifeſted himſelf, and aſlunted the 
whole direction. of his own affairs, he hath made war to 
all Europe « with his Sword, againſt his Enemies z but 
againſt his Frieads, (and Enertics alſo ) by Traffique ; 
which is indeed, as the more juſt, ſo the molt effeCtual 
way of deſtroyi ing them. But, among all, none hath 
on this latter account more ſuffered than the Subjects of 
England. For, beſide the Wines, which we purchale at 
moſt exceſlive rates, and for the moſt part with pure 
Money, ( although, if it pleaſed the King and Parlia- 
ment, there might more generous Wines and upon bet- 
ter terms be 1mported from 7 2ly and the Mediterranean) 
and beſide _ Triakets , of which, we,ae ſo tond, 
and to the making of which the Pell enius was 
formerly walks {apted : He hath, now for many years, 
applied his Sa ny to the more (ſolid Trades of Cloath, 
Silk, and Stutfs, indeed of all things valuable ; embra- 
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Manufactures , and other Me-chandizes which were 
vendible there, that they are in a manner totally exclu- 
ded, and you have no Commodity to exchange with, 
but whatever you have of his (and have it you will 
Vhatſoever it coſt you ) muſt be bought with the Pen- 
ny. Inſomuch, that I have ſeen here a particular, drawn 
up as tisfaid in your Parliament, wherein they compu- 
ted,beſide the Lucrum ceſſans,that your Nation ſuſtains a 
clear Joſs of Eleven hundred thouſand pounds yearly Ly 
the French Trade. And what would any private man's 
Fit with ſuch Huſbandry come to in a ſhort period ? 
.cby the French, that were before, at belt, but the 
\ ;.{[lainers of Exrope, are now become, or pretend to be, 
the Cape-merchants z and their King gives, not onely 
the Mode, but the Garment to all Chriſtendome, and 
the World puts it felf into his Livery at their own Ex- 
pences, Well may you in England complain of the 
death rather than Ladnck of your Manufacture, when 
from this cauſe it receives fuch an obſtruction, even to 
ſuffocation, when you are not onely deprived of that 
general and gainful vent that you had formerly in France 
it ſelf, but in all other places where you traftique you 
meet the French now at every turn; and the Forrain 
Poſt brings News from all parts that they are before you, 
and have under-ſold you in the ſame Commodities. 
And to this Diſeaſe ſo mortal, and which it is beyond 
any private man to remedy, your ſelves do more par- 
ticularly contribute, by thoſe vaſt quantities of Wool 
which,they tell us here,arc daily,and now more thin ever 
tranſported for France; (a thing : 2at you always proht- 
bit, but it ſeems you always tolerate ſo that in cttect Ca» 
[- is ſtill no leſs 7our Staple than while1t was formerly 
under the Engliſh Dominion. I will not excule our ſelves 
C 2 in 
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In Trelend fromthe fame;Crime, although in leſs propor- 
tion: For whereſoever:any Commodity is.ſo , peat up, 
as with us, it will force jt fe}fa- vent one way or other. 
Bur vou have, as I.hear,, a A/itiz, that in defiance 
of - all Authority ,” convoy their Caravans of., Wool 
to the.Shallop-with ſuch ,@ ſtrength, that your Officers 
dare not offend them : while whatſoever we do of that 
kind, is more modeit ; and whereſoe're it loſes its-way 
afterwards at Sea, it is firſt entred for Eng/and, and 
pays, as-I told you before, both the King's Duty, and 
thatito the Lord-Lieutenant, for Licenſe: So that, as we 
cannot Trade, fo neither can we Stcal with yon onequ?l 
terms. | | 

By this time I hope you are ſatished and conviaced, 
that Ireland deſerves not your Complaint , but your 
Pity : and that thoſe! things which ſome have a- 
ſcribed to us, are but. the common Calamity of both 
Nations, occaftoned by the Flux of Humane Afﬀairs, 
and Accidents of the preſent Conjuncture thorow Ex- 
rope : and therefore that you: will not only conſult how 
to redreſs our common Grievances, but that you will al- 
ſo remedy thoſe more particular Preſſures that we ſuf 
fer by or under you. For Treland 1s indeed a Country 
ſcituate with great advantage for Commerce, and eſpe- 
cially toward the Weltern and Squihcrn Navigation, 
The Ports are many,and of the molt capable and commo- 
dious. The Soil 1s fertile, and where not, yet pregnant, 
in many places with Minerals , and cl{cwhere Jarge and 
well grown Woods, fit to be ſhaped out into Navies; 
with ſuch convenience for building, that I have often 
wondred how, in ſuch ſcarcity of Timber, you have 
not ſometimes thought of having one Chathaze at leaſt 
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Nature has indecd been kinde to ns, were You fo 
likewiſe. . But you prohibit our: Cattel , you reſtrain 
our Woo! ; our Manufacture 1s intolerable 5 you forbid 
our. Traviag with any Forreign Commodities in your 
own Plr:tations : what we buy there, we mult enter 
in Exeland; and bctore we land it, muſt make a ſecond 
and more daagerous Voyage, to pay you double Cu- 
ſtoms. We arc 1n all things, indeed, treated by you 
like, or worſe than Aliens. In the mean time, we pay 
Quit-rents, Chimney-money, Excile, Cuſtoms ; and 
have been as ready as you to Supply his Majeſtie upon 
occaiions with T axes extraordinary, Nor yet is the 
Revenue eaſier to us, by being collected by Farmers. 

It would require an exquiſite memory , to tell you 
of any late AC of State relating to Treland, that hath 
not, one way or otner, turnd to our prejudice, And 
yet, though unhappie, we are Conſtant ; nor hath it 
ever yet been in your power to difoblige our Aﬀection, 
much le(s our Loyalty. But I can anſwer for my {elf : 
who is he that can enter a perpetual Guaranty for a 
whole Kingdom ? The moſt Sacred Tyes will not hold, 
when worn out continually by i] uſage, How inct- 
dent it is toa Woman to be Debauched, if ſhe finde not 
the Contents of Marriage ! eſpecially it ſhe be Idle, have 
entertained former correſpondence with oae that ap- 
pears more potcnt, and who promiſes to maintain her in 
an higher Equipage, If any of your Neighbours 
ſhould be at leafure to apply both Force and Courtſhip 
to this Kingdom when it were in il] humour , it muſt 
be of an extraordinary Vertue torefilt the Temptation : 
and ſhould he gain its Good-will, he would make you 
pay afterwards what Ajimony he pleaſed. You mighe 
thea too late compute how necetlary it had been to 

pre- 
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preſerve and cheriſh it by all means poſſible : what da- 
mage, what diminution you receive both in your Ho- 
nour and Revenue. Another would know how to im- 
prove, and againſt your ſelves, thoſe Advantages that 
you have {lighted : ad this Iſland which, partly by the 
Natura}, but more by its Political Scituation, lics like a 
Mole jit to fhield you from Forreign Winds,to repel the 
Neighbouring Seas from breaking in upon you, and to 
make England the molt quiet Station of all Exrope, (In- 
ſula Portum efficit ) would in a Strangers power ſerve 
him as a Bridge to land upon you more commodioully. 
For it is not ſo old as true a Saw, That He who will win 
England, uit begin with Ireland. 

In concluſion, the ſame aſpect that $7cily has to 7taly, 
that, in all Parallels, hath Tre/ayd to England : and it 
concerns your utmolt care that you govern it not after 
the Spaniſh manner , leſt you prepare it to Revolt unto 
another Dominion. Therefore I would humbly adviſe 
you, Brother, in particular, no more to look upon us 
(which is the Common Errour) as a diſtinCt, but as a 
conjunCt Intereſt and People 3 and to do your part, 
what we are now rather in ſhew, to Conſolidate us re- 
ally into your own Subſtance. You have told me, Ire- 
member, formcrly, how many miles of barren Hills the 
Citie of Gerona hath, at vaſt expence, taken into their 
Fortifications ; with that Tnſcription at the Entrance: 
Ne mmnimenta Nature HoStis vertcret in Pericula. But 
what Method to ule in particular,!' am not capable to de- 
lineatez nor were, yet neither am [ proper to preſcribe 
to your Parliamentary prudence. For even Phyſicians, 
when ſick, Jiſtruſt their own Skill, and ſubmit to ano- 
ther's Conalc]. 

Whether you will think fit to reverſe your Act a- 

gain(t 
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gainſt our Cattc], I know not ; nor can I anfiver for 
the Effet that it would produce. But I have often 
obſerved how gladly Waters that have been diverted 
return and fall again into their tormer Chanel, 

That you ſhould make any Act to encourage Manu- 
fature with us, is what can ſcarce be expetted ; but I 
hope you will make noae to diſcourage it, For, as it re- 
quires no Phyfictan to tel], that to keep a man warm is 

ood againſt a Coid; fo I, though no Politician, dare 
jm in general,that it concerns you to uſe us kindly, and 
to indulge us in all things that tend to Civilize, Culti- 
vate, nd Pcople this Nation 3 whereby you will or may 
have, within ten hours fail of you,a Plantation worth all 
thoſe other that weaken you at fo great a diſtance, while 
we ſhould always be at hand, and within call, not more 
ready to defend our ſelves thanyou, upon the firſt infult 
of an Enemy. By how much you have nfed us toexpect 
leG,the lefs will oblige ns. We will allow you eaſily to 
make, what we are, younger Brothers of us; onely uſe 
us as Brethren, not as Slaves, For it is an equal oppreſ- 
fion, to command men to make Brick without Straw, 
and where there is both Brick and Straw to counter- 
mand it, Fhe moſt adequate Prefident whereby I can 
repreſent to you both our Conditions, and what to do 
in our caſe, 1s that of Abrihaw and Lot in the 13th of 
Geneſts. Abraham was, like you, zery rich in Cattle, in 
Silver, and in Gold + but Lot had onely Flocks and 
Herds, and Tents, And, as they jouFnyed,” their ſub- 
ſtance "as ſo great, that they could not dwell together : 
but there was a ſtrife between the Herd/men of Abraham's 
cattle and the Herdſnien of Lot's cattle 3 and the Canaa- 
nite and the Perizgzite welled then in the land. And 
Abraham ſaid unto Lot, Let there be no ſtrife, Tpray thee, . 

betwigt - 
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betwixt me and thee, and between my, Herdſmen and thy. 
Herdſ/men, for we are Brethren. . Ir not the. whole land; 
before ws ? If thou wilt, go to the left hand, I will go-to: 
the right ;, and if thou depart to the right hand, then will, 
I go to the left. And Lot lifted up his eyes and beheld#ll 
the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, + 
and Lot choſe him all the plain of Jordan. Abraham 
dwelt in the land of Canaan. lheText is (o plain, and 
applies it ſelf ſo ealily betwixt us, that it needs no Com- 
mentary, Onely Abraham here was the Elder Brother ; 
but, being ſeveral ways the richer, ſeems theretore,- out ; 

. of anaturalequity and condeſcention, to have left the, 
choice to Lot, who was. the Son of the Younger, and had. 
nothing but his Flocks and Herds to traſt to. Where-, 

. as we ſhall willingly ſubmit to the Order of Nature and, 

. of our Government, defiring you to chuſe for us.,, And. 
ſoGod dire& you inall your Counci's, to His Glory, the. 
Honour of His Majeſtie, and/to the Wealth and Welfare | 
of both Nations : which is the conſtant Prayer of _ . |, -. 


Honoured Brother, 


Dublin, Jan.15. Your moſt humble Servant, þ. 
1674, and moſt affeCtionate Brother, 


